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SIR, Fe 
- Heartily thank you for the News your laſt brought 
| ] me, of the diſcovery.of that-horrid Plot, -both-agaigſt 


Fx, _ 


MM - bis Majcſties. Perſon , and the whole. Kingdom. .: I 
;, doubt-not but all good men are offering. up $heir. ac- 
knowledgments. toGog, i for ſo; great:a Blefling 3, which, is 
_.2.freſh, demonſtzation of his care of this Church, ang State : 
. and that, all 'our Crying fins, haye: not- prgyoked, him, yet 
..toabandon\ps-: of. which I-pray;God make us all:ſcafible, 
. that we may not. continue, to; pull dowa.ſuch-judgments, ;as 
{the . malice of wicked men-would, readily hecame; jinſter- 
mental in, if the, Providence of God did not ſo. wonderfully 
.: and ſcaſonably/jnterpoſe.- jo oo | Go 10 
-- + There.is 0nly,one Paſſage in'your Letter, that I wonder 
_ at. -You tell me every.bpdy-is ſarprized with this Plot, now 
.-diſgovered., confeſs { am not;of their mind; :for although 
i-I iknaw..there. ate. perſons of +; high: Honour , - and; ,un- 
tainged Loyalty, of the Roman,Religion, who abomigate 
. the. thoughts of all - ſecret, Afaflinations, much, more of 
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Murdering his Majeſty 3 yet ſuch pradtices are fo neceſlari- 
ly conſequent” to/the Principles” of that Church, that. no. 
Member of it, who throughly underſtands them, can, while 

{they continue in.that Communion,avoid the being involyed 
in Conſpiracies, as of as a fit occaſion preſents it ſelf. 

Theſe ſeveral yearspaſt they have boaſted much of their 
Loyalty, and their Services and Sufferings for his Majeſty, 
during the late Civil Wars, All this was neceſſary to make 
the Government put confidence in them, that ſo they might 
more'fecretl6lay their defigns: which were to take effec, 

when a Conjuntture was offered that ſeemed favourable.But 
I muſt again and again repeat, what I often told you in diſ- 
courſe; That no Member of that Church can thorowly un- 
derſtand and belicve the Principles of it,and be a good Sub- 
je& even to a King of his own Perſwaſion : But he can be 
much leſs fo; to'a Prince whom he looks on 3s an Heretick, 
- who thereby lies under a general Excommunication,and may 
be'brought under a particylar and Formal one, before he, 
or''any body -elfe,” but fuch as are fit to be entruſted with 
© the Secret; ſhall-know'it: And- then' the Prince is at the 
- mercy'of all his Popiſh Subjes, who if they confider a- 
2 Fight'the Dofrine of their own Church, muſt depart from 
- their Allegiance” to Him, and be ready to do any thing 
"that is laid on them, by thoſe who are either direQly their 
-Saperiours, if 'they have taken Religious Vows3'or at leaſt, 
have ſome authority over” their Conſciences. | 
This I ſhall open to you in as ſhort and plain terms as is 
poſlible z and the rather, that you may communicate it to 
ſome perfons of Honour of that Religion, who I hope up- 
on ſo freſha Diſcovery of theſe'ipraCtices, may be now not 
"unwilling to examine'a Point, the conſideration of ' which 
they before rej<ited, as an Imputation-caſt on their Religi - 
/ pn; Dhis-will now, I imagine; move them('ſo far to demur, 
. as to conlider impartially whether ſuch praiſes flow only 
| | from 
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from the i]| Tempers of particular Perſons, or from the re- 
-ceived Principles of their Church. This latter I undertake 
to make out, from the undeniable Maximes, to which all 
of that Communion are bound to adhere, | 

There are Two Principles, which I may well call the 
Fundamental Principles of the Roman Church : fince all 
Opinions that are not 1aconſitent with them, can be tolle- 
rated, among them : But whatever ſtikes at theſe, muſt 
needs be Abominated, as Deſtructive of thar, they call The 
Catholick Faith. The one is, The Authority of the Church, 
The other is, The Certainty of Tradition, It then the Do- 
arine of Depoſiog Kings, and by conſequence Killing them 
(for if they are juſtly depoſed, ' it's as jult to kill them as to 
kill any Uſſurper) is (ach, that wichout denying the Autho- . 
rity of the Church, and the Certainty of Traditioa, it 
cannot be denied ; then all men maſt refolve either to ac- 
knowleJg it, or to renounce their SubjeQion to a Church 
that muſt needs belicve it, - 

About the Autbority of the Church, Two things are ta 
be obſerved, that ſerve for clearing what I defign to rhake 
our. | 

The Firſt is, That the Church in any one Age has as 
much Authority as ever it had, or can have in any other- 
Age: For if Chriſts Promiſes, together with the other Ar- 
 gaments they bring for the Authority of the Church, be 
good, they are alike ſtrong at all Times, andin all Ages : 
And therefore though in writing Books of Controverſies 
they muſter up Authorities out of the former Ages, becauſe 
we profeſs we pay lictle eſteem to the latter Ages : Yet a- 
mong themſelves all Ages are alike, and the Decrees of 
them are of equal authority. 

S:condly, The Authority of the Church is as little to be 
diſputed in moral matters, that fall under praQtice, as in 

Articles of Faith that only fall under Speculation, and my 
| word, 
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word, The: Church mit be the Infallible Expounder of 
Ate! Teo Commandments; 2s well» a of: the: Creedo: All 
5:the-Avguinents-froms Chrifts Promiſes, from the hazard:of 
{rrofting co our: pribate-Reafonings, andiithe Neceſſity vf 
Submitting to a'pablick [Judg, are iby ſo-much the'more 
>conclading in PraGtica}-matters, as it 1s of more Importance, 
{That Men think+aright in! Pratical-than in Speculative 
:Opinibns. If then there artſes:a Queſtion ' about a Moral 
'\matter, -or the -Expoſitian-'of any: of: the Commandments, 
"The only 'certain Decifion' muſt be :expeQed from- the 
cOhurch. For' inſtance, a Quelſtton ariſcs\about- Images , 
Whether it is lawful to- uſe them 10 the Worſhip of God, 
upon the ſeeming Oppoſition which the worſhip of them has 
tothe 2d Commandment 2 Since-the Church has once De- 
-{tetmic'd that it: may be lawfully ufed, it is Hereſie to deny 
:*it, -on/this pretence;/ that-we faricy itiis:contrary to one of 
the Commandments; 1$9/ if} a Controverlie ariſe upon:the 
Fifth Commandment, How far a King is to be acknow- 
ledged, if the Church has determined the Limits of that, 
1t 1s Herelie to'carry it'further, | If alſo another Queſtion 
> ariſe how' mach-the Sixth '-Commandmentobliges 2/Jt muſt . 
be carried ſo far and no farther than the Determination'of 
the Church allows; F confeſs.by the Dofrine: of that 
::Charch; even + General-Council may err in a point'in 
-: Which- any matter of Fad is. included 1: Becauſe they may:be 
>Uecdeiwed/by a falſe Infarmation, 'But in u GeneralRyle 
: about Morality, and! the Extent of -any of: the Ten:Com- 
2mwidihents; The: Decifion of' the Charch :muſt either:be 
2660291; and foriever Obligatory, 'or the whole DoQrine- of 
-the Infaltibility-of the Churchifalls co the:ground.- 11; - ++ 
to zConterfing the Cortainty of Tradition; the-general Opini- 
on of that party, is, That Trattition ian'Infallible Convey- 
2a8860f Divi Trith : *and: that whatever-any Ape of the 
£Ohutchidelivers-£6 another as detived-from Chriſt and his 
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Apoſtles, muſt: be- received. with:the. ſame Vereration ;and; 
Obedience that wo pay to .the:Holy Scriptuzes: +'And for ; 
the ways of: diſtioguiſhing a Tradition ofithe Church from 
any Impoſture, 'or Novelty: There be.four of them. - » 1:1 ;-+ 
"The-fir(t, /Thatis the moſt doubtfu], is;Thatithe greateſt, 
and- moſt eſteemed. Dofors in any Agedeliver as a Divine. 
Truth, ':Nor is-it neeefary that they formally ſay, ;Tbis is; 


a Tradition: but if many of them mention.an Opinion, and., 


declare their own aſſent tat, this paſſes as-a ſufficient proof... 
of the Tradition of any- Age ofthe Church, Sqin all points. 
of Controverſie between them and ws, the: greateſt parc of. 


their Writers, '( ſome few-later and:fuſpedediones only.ex-, | 


"I « a: "I vl , "1 
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cepted )-think they have-ſufficieatly juſtified thein-Church, j. | 


whert they bring.Teſtimonies. out of 'any of. the. Writings of 
the Fathers, ithat ſeem+ito favour their Opinian : and; will. 
caN]'it unreaſonable for usto rejecitheſe; becauſe they only. 
delivertheir- own opinion,: and do not call it:theiFradition: 


of the 'Church,: but conclude, That many 'Wiiters in any: 


age affettivg an Opinion, it may well be looked onas the 
Tradition of that Age, i 6 te ho at 3 2 en 
- But, becauſe this is more iliable to exception, there-is 
another way, :that-is more infallible to jadg of /Traditian::i 
afid- that'is, by the conveyance ofi the See. of: Razer, whicki 


they-jiidg the chief Depoſitory of the Faith 5; andforiwwhiche. 


they fanſie they have ſ@ many proofs, from the: high 4bings 
ſome of the Fathers: have faid-about the. dignity iof:tbat 
See. Now if theſe conclude any thing, it muſt follow, 
That: whatever has been delivered un. any:Age 'by-a! Pope, 
as conveyed down from Chriſt, or his- Apoſtles, muſt:either: 
befo indeed; or the See of Rome is nota faithful Tranſmit-" 
ter bE-Tradition: - / 445 oil OW 34 FAHIW yau' & 190%, 
:* Bur, there is yet a more certain way:ofjudgiongof Eradi-: 
tion, by what-the chief: Paſtors-ofithe Church ave: deltes 
| vered, when aſſembled in a general Council, This being the 
| | | Supreme 
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Sapreme Tribunal in the Church, there can lie no appeal 
| fremiit: Nor can the DofQrines delivered or approved by 
it be queſtioned. - For inſtance, If it were under debate, 
How the Tradition about Tranfubſtantiation can be made 
outin the Thirteenth Century; itis needleſs roſeek any other 
evidence, than, That one Almerickns condemned for deny- 
iogir, abd in Oppoſition to that, ir was formally eſtabliſh- 
ed 1n.a general Council. This, is as much as can be had, and 
he were very unreaſonable that were not ſatisfied with it : 
So if it. be asked, How can the Tradition of the Doqrine of 
Depoſing Kings, and giving away their Dominions in-the 
ſame Depobry: be proved? The Anſwer is plain, That ſame 
* very'Council decreed it: Upon which a great Prince was 
depoſed, and his Dominions were given to. another./ 

Thefeare the Common Standards by which Traditions are 
Examined. - But to. theſe a new: one has been lately added : 
which is indeed a much ſhorter and nearer way : And-that 
is, whatever the Church holds in any one age, as a Material 
point of Religion, ſhe muſt have received/it from the for- 
mer age, and that age from the former, and ſo it climbs up- 
wards till the days of the Apoſtles. . If this be a certain 
Track 'of Tradition by which we: may ivofallibly trace-it ; 
Then for inſtance, [If inany one:age,; it hath been believed, - 
That Se..Peter had power fromCbrift, which he left- to. the 
See of -Roave, by which bis Succeſlor in it candepoſe Kings, 
then this muſt be an Apoſtolical Tradition, -and: by conle- 
quence of equal - authority with any thing written in the 
Scriptures. TK Jo 

.” To theſe General Confiderations about the Authority of - 
the: Church, and the Certainty of Tradition ; T ſhall add 
Two other, about the Nature of Supreme and Soveraign 
Power: By which we may judg of what Extent the Popes 
Power muſt be, /if he have an authority to-depoſe Kings, 
and transfer their Dominions:to other perſons; | 
SHSEHIHGT 4 | 11s 12:1 - Banſh, 
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Firſt, When the Soveraign Powers wavy in a Legat 
way 2painſt i its SubjeQsz If either they abſcond, ſo thatthey 
cannot be found ; Or haveſauch a Power about them, that 
the Sovereign cannot bring them to puniſhment 3 'He-may 
declare them Rebels, and ſet Prices on their Heads 5 And in 
that caſe it is as lawful for any Subje& to killthew, as it is 
for an Execationer to put a condemned Perſon to Death. 
Theſe being the ſeveral ways the Law provides in thoſe ſe- 
weral caſes. So when a Pope depoſes a Prince, He may as 
lawfully fet on-private Aſſaſſinates to kill him, as oblige his 
Subjeds to-riſt with opt force agaiaſt him. Forif the Pope 

has a Power over him to depeſe him this clearly follows 
from the Nature of Sovereign Power, and it is the Courſe 
that ſometimes muſt be followed, when the Rebel can be no 
.other way brought to deſerved. puriiflimenc'; and if che 
Pope has the power of depofing, theh'a Prince (po oket 
ſuch a Seritetce, carries himſelf ab 2 King, is a Rebel'agatn 

His Supreme Lord: And'is alſo an Uſurper. For his Title | 
'being deſtroyed by the Sentence, He has tis authority over 
his SubjeAs:* and therefore Wiy 'be ay awfally Killed a9any 
Rebel or Ufurper. 

Secondly, The Supreme power may in-caſty © p greqe Hte- 
veſlicy, when the thing is itt it-ſelf materi ; paſs over 
ſuch Forms as ought 1n ordinaty Caſes to be obſetved. By 
need not te}! you, That -in'a great Fire, SabordinateMis 
ſteates try blow up Houſes, Be Joubitc les the begrem 
Powet of ll pas a Kivg it ari abſelate Motiarchy Card 
the Papal Powerifthe ef Opiniotix be — med Srehigns 
ſotne Fortin, wherrthe Matter is im it ſaf aſton if the chief 
| Uefiga of a Law be'purſued, the circumſtantial | arts of ie 
my upon-extraotdingry occafions be. ! 4 
fore, if the Pope is Sapfeahs over- by ns ag bye 


de Power: Then ' chongh by # Kitlg 
DS be firlt a Veal Iron: 4 i oe 
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or. favouring Hereticks &. and-at the Years end he way be 


hough there have been no publick Sentence of Depo- 


_ ion '{ according tothe Forms of the. Canon Law ), yet all 
- theſe. may be diſpenſed with, and a Secret and Summary 


One Thel Q agWelk om non enotnyrtd b es 
£4 bels ofitions. re*fach, that. I-'cannot- fanfie any juſt 


- Exceptions to which they are liable 3. and. from all theſe [aid 
together, the Ioference ,will undeniably follow : That ac- 
.cording tothe Nodtrine ofthe Church of Rowe, the power 
| obog Kiogs is lodged with-the Pope, | by.a Diyine 
rity/3.and.that, , by conſequence, private perſons may 
-conſpireto takeaway the Life of.a:King ſo depoſed: Even 
.though.there be no. publick Sentence given about it. But 
sfore I:bring .the Evidence-for all this, I ſhall defire the 


$ will a little refle& on the Poſitions] bave laid down: 
+ he will Giod an Anſwer, toall the, ceptions,. that 


agaialt the following Evidence. , 
_m_ , 
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By the firſt, The Authority of the Church, being the 
ſame-in all Ages; .he will ſee it is to no purpoſe to pre- 
tend theſe were dark -Ages : So that what was done 10'an 
ignorant time, cannot oblige the World when things are 
ſeen in a better light. . But if the Church has an Authority 
from Chriſt, that ſhall 1aſt till the endof the World, it muſt 
be the ſame in all ages. The Ignorance of the age 1s a very 
good 'anſwer when made by a Proteſtant, but can fignihe 
nothing in a-Papiſts Mouth. . | | 2 

By the ſecond, Of the Churches authority in ſctling Moe, 
ral Rules for praftice, it appears how fond that diftin&tion 
1s, which they make between a Canon and a Decree, It is 
true, a Decree about a particular Cafe, in which there is 
ſome matter of Fad, may be wrong according to their Prin- 
ciples, and yet the authority of the Church remain entire. 
For inſtance, in the depoſing+a Prince, or condemning a 
Man for Hereſie, .the Church may either by falſe Wirnefles, 
or: miſtaking a Man's words, be drawn to paſs an unjuſt 
Sentence, by reaſon of a miſ repreſentation of the Fa&, But 
that is nothing tothe purpoſe here, where a Decree is made 
as a perpetual-Rule of Pradice ;, this muſt be of the ſame 
authority of, a-Canon about any article of Faith. Other- 
wiſe it will follow, that the Church may miſſzad the People 
in matters indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation : For ſuch is 
the Obedience tothe Ten Commandments. 

By the firſt way of judging of the Tradition of the 
Church, from what the moſt received Writers in any age 
deliver, as the Doftrine of the Church, it will appear ; That 
the SchooImen and Canoniſts are as competent Conveyers 
of Tradition from the twelfth age downward,as the Fathers 
were from the"fixth Age upward; and,Jaying this for a Prin- 
ciple, That the Church is the ſame in all Ages, they are 
really more competent Witneſſes than the Fathers were. 
Firſt, -Becauſe they write more cloſely to. the ſubjeR they 

| "0 | have 
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have in hand; they confider. what is ſaid for, or againſt an: 


covery. as was likely tozhappen: among the Schoolmen. 
2dly. The Schootmen wrote on purpoſe to deliver the Do- 
Qrice of the Age in which they lived, tothoſe who wereto: 
ſucceed: them, ' Their Books beipg generally the Divinity 
Leftares they. read, either in Colledges or Religious Houſes, . 
ro their Scholars, whereas the Fathers wrote upon Emer- 
ent Occafions,. either Letters.or Treatifes- to private Per- 
- wy regardiog-more the preſent, than the fucceeding A 
in which we cannot expe thar. exaQneſs, that is to 
looked for in a Publick LeAure. Upon all which I affume, 
That — Church to have.the fame Authority in 
alt Ages, the Schoolmen are more competegt Witneſſes of 
the Tradition. of the Church.ia their Ages, than the Fathers 
were in theirs. beg, 
" By the ſecond Rule for judging of Traditions, from the 
Conveyance of the See of Rome, it does undeniably fol- 
0h i ee low, 
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low , That the Popes from Gregory the Sevenths time 
downward,. were as ſure | Depoſttories of the Traditions of 
] the Church, as were the Popes froms Gregory. the Firſt his 
time upward. They were both alike Chiiſt's Vicars, and 
Sc, Peters Succefiors. So that all the high words" that the 
Fathers beſtow on the Sce of Rove, were either Comple- 
ments, in which they - are not watiting, or were ſaid be-- 
cauſe of the worth of the Biſhops, whom they had known 
m that See; But if they be to be underſtood in thar 
ſence in which the Writers of Controverſy obtrude them- 
on us, then it-will follow manifeſtly, that as to the Con- 
veyance of Tradition, P. Gregory the 7th is as much to be 
believed, when he ſays any thing in the Name of -S#. Peter; . 
or of Chriſt, as any of the Popes are. For in the 
Preamble of Bulls and Breeves, the Reaſons are given of: 
— what follows, which are moſt commonly vouched from. 
Apoſtolical Authority and Tradition. So Jet the Pope be 
| ever ſo ignorant, or fo corrupt in his Manners, what he 
afferts to be Apoltolical Tradition, muſt be either received! 
as ſucb, or the aurhority of that See is overthrown: there- 
fore they muſt <icrher ceaſe to preſs us any more with tht Au- 
#hority of the See of Rome, or acknowledg thatallthe Popes 
Declarations, which they make about Traditions, are tobe 
received, It is an Anſwer to be made uſe of only to ignorant: 
Perſons, to fay, Theſe Depoſitions were the Deeds of ſome- 
Popes, who mightbe il Men, and the Church' is not con- 
cerned to juſtify ther. 1 confeſs, whether this or that De» - 
poſition was juſtly or lawfully made, is a perſonal thing, in - 
which only the Pope who deereed it #*concerned.. But- 
if he declares in the Preamble, that the Power of depo- 
fing upon thoſe reaſons, is gronnded on an Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion, then the See is concerned init : for either he declares- 
true or falſe 5 if the former, then that Power of depoſing 
comes from Apoſtolical Tradition if they acknowledge 
o_ wY | py 
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hedeclares falſe, then we-are'not any more to be urged with 
1be Authority of that Sce, as the certain Depolitory of the 
Traditions of the Chygch. 2 
- By 4he third Mark, :to judg=.of the Tradition of any age 
from the&Decifion cf a General Council, it appears, that the 
Decifiars of the fourth Courcil.cf Lateran are as Ovligato- 
ry-asthe D.cices of the firſt Council of Nice : the Caurch 
taving the ſame power in ell Ag:s. IF it be ſaid, it was 
only a Council-of the Weſtern Church, the like may be ob- 
jz&cd agaiaſt the firlt Genetal Council, which were general- 
1; made np of Eaſtern Biſhops, and very few of the Weſtern 
Biſko>zſat-in them; - And if -we eſteem a Council Gereral, 
becauſe it Was received by the .Caurch,: then' the whole. 
Crturchof Rowe having'received that Council, it muſt be 
acknowledged to be General as much as ariy ever was, But 
" to this, others anſwer; That. a Council 'is only Infallible, 
when-a"thing 4s decreed by irTaccording- to the. Tradition 
of the Church; If this be: true, the whole Controverfie 
baween the Rowan Church and us, - about the authority of 
Councils, 4s. decided oa-our Side. For if a Council has 
' only authority-to declare Traditions, then it is free for eve» 
_ ry Perſon toexamine,- whether this Declaration be accord- 
iogto-truthor not? And f it be found that it. is not fo, 
they may lawfully reje& ſuch Deciſions. For inſtance in 
the-ſecond Council of Nice, the worſhip of Images was e- 
| Nabliſked+ upon. a mock-ſhew of Tradition ; and yet all 
the/World knows, there were no Images allowed in the 
Ghuceh:the fieſt four Apges..after Chriſt; and even inthe 
faxrh Age P. Greansy declared, That though they might be 
in the Churgb,.yet they ought notto.be worſhipped. Nor 
was:there-any conteſt about it, before the: eighth Century. 
This,being thus examined, and found to. be True, then ac- 
cordiog\totheforegoing Anſwer, 'that Degiſion was of no 
force, .thoogh made by tae ſecond Council of Nice. In a 
Wn. | | word, 
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word , if this Maxime-bte true, That Caurcils are - only 
to be ſubmitted to, when they decree aceording to Apo- 
ſtolical Tradition , then they have no. Authosity in _them- 
ſelves : and their deciſions can bave no more force than 
this, That it may ſeem probable that they were not miſtaken, 
and in an Tgaorant Age,cven this probability will-vaniſh. to 
nothing. | -: | 

No Body will rej2& the D:cyfion of a Council, when ele 
Decrees are juſt and right : But if 1c be upon that fcore- a- 
lone, that they are to be ſobmitted to, then none are bound 
by them, before they. have examined them : And if upon a 
Search ir appear they decreed againſt Tradition, then their 
Decrees are to be rejeRed.. So it 6s apparent-this Anſwer 
does plainly, according to their Principles, lay the foune- 
dation of all Hereſie 3 fiance it gives every” Man a right: to 
qucſtiou the Decrees of a General Council, © a 

Befides; How can thoſe Perſons . be aſſured, that the 
| fourth Council of Lateraz did not decree according to Tia: 
dition ? The Ads of that Council are loſt : ſo, we canner” 
know upon: what.rcaſons they made their Decrecs. And it 
. cannot be ſaid,that becauſe there is-no-mention. made. of any 
Tradition in the Decree, that therefore they conſidered none. 
It is ſeldom found that the reaſons of any Decree //axe; put 
with. it. But we may reaſonably enough believe, that they 
followed the Method in this Counci), that. had been uf. d 
- #n ſome former ones ( particularly-in the: ſecond Councilof 
Nice ) which' was this, a Writing was. read, penned. per- 
haps;by the Pope, or a'Patriarch,-in which, the- Tradition 
of the Church. was confidently: alledged.z. and. fome Quc- 
tations were brought ; and: very oft out of ſome Jater. Wri- 
ters. The Paper was no ſooner read, than. a loud-.and-,of. 
ten repeated Shout. of applauſe followed, without any. fur- 
ther ſearch or canvaſing about-theſe Authorities... And/-up- 
on that the Decree was made, This was the:praftice more 
O 


(14 ) 
of the ſecond Nicewe, and of fome more ancient Councils3 
whoſe Journals are hitherto preſerved; and where the Jour- 
nals are loſt,we have reaſon to believe they followed the ſame 
method : fo that it is very probable there might have been 
ſome ſuch Writing read in the Council of Lateran., And if 
they did not found their Decree upon Tradition,they were 
much to blame;for-they had as venerable a Tradition,as either 
the ſecond Councilof Nice, or ſome other - Councils had: 
a practice about 150 years ſtanding from the days of Pope 
. Gregory the VII. to that it is not to-be denied-bur'they had 
-as good authority from Tradition, to make-this Decree, as 
to make moſt of the other Decrees, on which they infilt 
mich, in the Books of Controverſies that are” written by 
* Bythe fourth Rule of judging aboet Tradition, the-mat- 
er is yet much plainer- for if the generally received Be- 
Jlief ofatty Ape of the Church, is a good Thread -to Jead 
ms up to the Apoſtles times, -then there needs no more 
be ſaid. For it 1s certain, that for near four Ages together, 
this was the univerſally teceived Dodrine 'of the "Church 
of Rowe. And tbe oppoſition that ſome (Princes made to 
Je was condemned as Hereſy, Rebellion, and every thing 
-that'was evil. And it-is remarkable, that both-Oihaow that 
wrote much for the Emperors' caufe againſt the Pope, and 
'Gerſon and Almain, no great favourers of Papal power, 
- recited by Cardinal Perrow, as arknowledging the Ecolclin. 
"ſtica-powerof depofing, if a Prince were guiky of ſpivittial 
{6rithes. - So thetthe Controverfics imthis- gaitter that -wete 
- managed detweeh the Writers for thePopes and Eaperors, 


"WE ..- 


"were nor, whether the Pope in-cafes of might depoſe 


- S 
"Thednewas, whether the Pope had a diret Temporal 
-power'overiall Kings, by-which-us being Lord ofthe Fee,he 

; could 


Prince? but were coticerning ewe thingy very remote from 


Cs 


(15) 
could proceed upon any Cauſe whatſoever againſt a 
King, ard take his Dominions from him. To this indeed 
Gregory the 7th pretended tho more'covertly, and Boni- 
face the 8th more avowedly. There was great Qppoliti- 
on made to this by many Writers ; but at the ſame time 
they all agreed on ir, as an undeniable Maxim, That the 
Pope had an indire& Power over Princes, by which in 
the Caſes of Hereſy he might excommunicate and depoſe 
them 3 nor was there ſo much as any Debate about ir. 
' A ſecond thing about which there was ſome Contro- 
verſy was, whether the Particulars that fell 'under debate 
came within the Head of Hereſy, or not? So in the 
Caſe of Princes giving the Inveſtitures into Biſhopricks, 
the Pope broughtit in within the Head of Hereſy, and 
condemned thoſe Perſons as Simoriacks. The Writers on 
the ether fide denied this, pretending it was a Civil Mat- 
ter, and a right of the Crown. The like Debates fell 
in, when Princes were fentenced on any other account. 
The Authority of the Sentence in the Caſe of Hereſy was 
not controverted ; all the Queſtion was 3 Whether the 
Point under debate was Hereſy or not ? And concerning 
theſe things, any whohave read the Writings in the great | 
ColleQtion made of them by Goldaſinr,will receive an ca- 
ſy and full Satisfation, By which: it appears, that the 
PopesPower of depofing Kings in the Cafe of Hereſy was 
thereceived Do&rine of the Church for ſeveral Apes,and 
by conſequence it muſt be looked on as derives down 
from the Apoſtles , If the Doftrine of any cne Age of 
the Church can lead'us backward in a certain Track to 
diſcover what it was in the Apoftles days. _ 
By the firſt Pofition about *the Nature' of Supreme 
Power, it is apparent,that in the Ciſe of Here y,a Prince 
depoſed by the Pope, if he ſtands out againit the Sen- 
tence, may be as. lawfully killed as any Tofy or Moſs- 
; .C Trooper, 
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Trooper, or Bantito, may be; for he is a Rebel againſt 
his Lord,and an Ulurper over the People, from that day 
forward. And therefore tho Mariana told a Secret too 
publickly, yet it cannot be denicd to be a certain Con- 

. ſequent of their Principles, It had been incleed more diſ- 
creztly done to have ordered this only to be infuſed un- 
to Peoples Conſciences,by their Confeſlors 1n ſecret. And 
for Mariana,tho:the Book in groſs is condemned, as they 
give out, yet the Opinions ſer down init are not cenſu= 
__ Bur (4) Szarez writing againſt K. Fames,tells bim in 
Naieft. Br. plain Terms, That a King, who is canonically depoſed,may. 
Þ wa (ect20, yp killed by auy man whatſoever. This was not only publi- 

quocunque n 4 prog . 

vrivato pote- {hed with an ordinary Licenſe,but the whole Univerſity 
ris interfici. of Alcalg declared every thing in it to be according, ta 
InThow Tom. the Dodtrine of the Church. Yalentia, tho. he diſguiſes 
3. Diſp.13'. ir a little, yet ſays, That an Heretical Prince may by the 

G Reniſb Popes Sentence be deprived of bis Life. (b). Foulis cites 

Tre Jons, 1; 2: ten more Doctors for the ſame Opinion of killing Kings 

Cap. 4- by private perſons. | | 

[ do not build upon the Afertions of theſe Jeſuits, as 

binding Authorities in that Church, but make uſe of 

them to ſhew, that ſome. of their own eminenteſt Wri- 

ters acknowledg the force of this Conſequences which 

is indeed ſo evident, that nothing but good Manners, 

and ſome ſmall Care not to provoke Princes too much 

by ſuch bare- faced Poſitions, keeps others from aſſerting 

it. Few Princes are ſo tame as Chzlderic was, to go intg 

a Monaſtery after they are depoſed, Therefore this Do- 

arine is but a lame proviſion for the Churches Securi- 

ty from Hereſie,if the Lawfulneſs of killing does not fol- 

| low that of depoſing Kings. And it was ſo generally 

The Life of | Feceived, that it is told of, Gerſor, that he was at great 
> pn pos pains fo get it declared that no private Cut-throat 

- Tom. p.375. Might kill a King, and that by conſequence it was _ 
| | | the 


(a) In regiam 
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the Popes Prerogative to order them to be deſtroyed. 
By the ſecond Poſition about the Nature of Supreme 
Power, that in extraordinary Caſes Forms of Law -may 
be {uperſfeded ; It is alſoclear, that tho we know nothing |. 
of any Sentence of Depoſition i given out againſt the 
King, yet he is not a whit the ſafer, for he lies under an 
yearly Curſe every Maundy Thurſday, The Notoriouf- 
| neſs of his Hereſy will ſufficiently juſtify a particular 
Sentence, ' without any further Proceſs or Citation, ac- 
cording to theMaxims of the Canon Law. - And there 
may befor ought we can know, as valid a Depoſition 
as Parckment and Lead can make it, already expeded. 
| And if it be not yet done, we are ſure it may be done 
| very ſuddenly, and will be done whenſoever they ſee 
| any probability of Succeſs. $3.5 
| Bellarmine hath very ſincerely told us the Reaſon why 


Recog. in lib. 


bas not ſtrength enough to make ſuch a Sentence good, Pon. 

or does not think it expedient 3 that is to ſay, They 

will do it whenſoever they find a Prince who will exe- 

cute the Sentence, and yet by that Conqueſt not grow 

ſo-ſtrong, as'by that means to turn the Ballance. So the 

two Conſiderations to which we owe' our Security are; 

the want of Force, and the Feat of another Prince his 

becoming too powerful by the Conqueſt. But T muſt add, 

that Be/arzine, while he was a Jcſuite, had taught, thar 

Heretical Princes were not to be depoſed, except they 

endeavoured to turn their people from the Faith: This ® 

was all his Bounty to them,of which we could not pre- 

tend toa Crumb, fince there were ſuch Laws made againſt 

Popery among us. Yet when he became a Cardinal, he 

confidered better of the Matter 3 fo that in his Re- 

cognitions he retrads that, and ſays therein be followed 

Darandus his Opinion, who maintains it againſt _—_ 
54 | at 


Heretical Princes are not depoſed, becauſe the Church ; 1ekom. _ 


x 


(118.3 
but he thinks the latter was-in the right, and ſays, Eoew- 
in that Caſe they may be: depoſed,only the Church does it 
nat. almays: 5, either becanſe ſhe wants Strength, or does not 
judge it expedient. But he: concludes, If Pronces endea- 
worn th draw their; SuhjeFs from the! Faith, they may and. 
ought tv. be depoſed. So 1n:our Caſe there is no Mercy to. 
be expeRed; unleſs we repeal all Laws againſt that Re- 
ligion, | £ | MF.” 

Sur afcerall this there.is another Device in-the Canon- 
Law, called, Info fa&o, by which aSentence-is incurred: 
immediately upon the-doing of a Fat This began in the 
Priviledges: granted to-Monaſteries or Churches, in moſt 
of which this Clauſe is to be found, That if any King or- 
Prince,&c..did. any. thing-contrary to theſe Priviledges, he 
thereby fell you bis Power and Dignity. Now that Hereſy 
is-one of the things upon which a Prince is.7p/e faFo un- 
der Excommunication and Depoſition, we have the Au- 
(:) Philopazer-thority, of Father(e) Parſons, or Creſwel,whio tells us, T hat- 
P-106, 197- the mbole School of Divines and Canoniſts agree init, and, 
| That it iis.certain,and of Faith,T hut a Prince falling from. 
the Catholick, Religion, andendeavomring to draw away o* 
thers from it, does immediately fall from all his:Power and- 
Dignity, even- before the Pope has pronounced:any Sentence, 
and: that bis Subje@s are 'free from their Oaths of Obedi-- ' 
ence, and; nay-ejet ſuch an'one as Apoſtate: and. Heretick.. 
- But: there is a.clearer Evidence for this; the great and 
famous. Collegeiof the Sorbor, (ſeventy DoQtors being 

b: * preſent). when conſulted, whether the-People of Fraxce 

2 were not freed fram their Obedience to Herry the third, 

x upon his putting the Duke and Cardinal-of Gwiſe to 

3 [E. death 3 they, before ever the Pope had given Sentence, 

declared, Thet they were abſolved from their Qbedience,and- 

might with a good Conſcience maks War npon him for the 
defence of theCatholick Faith. Upon which the Periſeans 
| wrote 


( 19:) 
wrote to the Pope to defire the Conficmation of that 
Deciſion. From all which it appears, that if the depa- 
' fiog Power be in the Pope, the King is not a whit the 
fafer,' becauſe we know nothing of any ſuch. Sentence 
pronounced againſt him. 
And thus having made good and illuſtrated the Pofi- 

tions laid down, againſt ali the Exceptions. which that 

ſmall and condemned Party of W:ddrirgton's Followers 

make uſe of, to cover themſelves from the Charge of 

Treaſon, that lies agaioſt their Church ; I go next to 

hy open the Evidence, after which. I ſhall leave it to 

every Man's Conſcience to- paſs the Verdict. 

| There are in(f) Pope Gregory the Great's Works, (1)-Greg.11.2 
four Priviledges granted 3. one to the Abbey of St, Me- PAT AINAD 
dard, another to the Hoſpital, a third to the Nunnery, ;, Squis Re- 
a fourth to St, Martin's Church of Autizr, In which gum,6&5c. con--- 
after the. Priviledges are granted., a Sandion. is added {irene ten | 
in.theſe words. 3 if any Kings, &c. ſhall endeavonr to fratis EN. 
counteryene this Writing, let hins loſe. the Dignity of his que ſui digni-. 
Pomer and Honour. Or ſhorter, in that of St. Medard, <1 hone.” 
Let himbe deprived. of bis Dignity. Thefe are to be found re ſuo prive--- 
both in; all the MSS, and Printed Editions of that Popes **- | 
Works. It is true, the firſt of theſe to Saint Medard's 
Monaſtery, is looked. on as a-forged Piece, both- by 
Cardinal Perron, Sirmond,; and Lannay, But as it went 
for a.true one till of late;and- is {till-defended-by others, 
Baronins -in particular, concludipg from-thence for'the - 
Popes Power over Kings 3 ſo the other Priviledges are 
not denied to be true by any, except Laney of late,. 
for ought I know. Theſe have been for above 600 : 
years-looked. on as the Grants of that Pope. But this 
may ſeem a private Writing, and not of ſuch force. 

. About 130 years after that, Pope (g) Gregory the 3d (z) Baron. ad + 
depoſed Leo. the Emperor, from. all -his Dominions __- ng 
| Ital, . 
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Tialy, becavſe he would not tolerate the Worſhip of I, 
mages. And if that fingle Herefie merited ſuch aSzntence 
what may we look for,among whoſe many imputed Er- 
rors this is but one, and none of the moſt contfilerable ? 
Not many years after that, did his Succeſſor Zacharias 
upon a Mc{[1ge he received from France, abſolve that 
Nation from thcir Oaths to CEzlderic,and ordered Borj- 

face to Crown Pepin in his ſtead. And not long after that 
Pope Adrian gave the Empire of Rope, and of the Weſt 
(7) nw: 4 fo Charles the Great, As (þ)Be/armire proves from above 
rid Romatl, 30 of the Hiſtorians of that time, and the Teſtimony of 
many Soveraign Princes. Yet theſe being dark Ages, in 
which there was more of AQion than Diſpute, we do 
[not find the Grounds laid down, on which thoſe Pro- 
ceedings were founded. But the conſtant Maxim of the 
Papacy, was, once to begin a Practice, and then to find 
Arguments to defend it, among which the PraQice it 
{1f was no inconfiderable one; for he w:s a mean ſp1- 
rited Pope, that would in a Tittle fall ſhort of what his 
Predeceſlors had aſſumed. About 250 years after Charles 
the Great had aſſumed the Empire of the Weſt, there 
aroſe a Pope (Gregory the Seventh) that reſolved to 
make the moſt of his See that could be : and reckoning, 
That the Empire of the Weſt was the Gift of his Pre- 
deceſſors,, and building on that known Maxim, That 
None can give that, which they have not, he looked on 
the ſupreme Dominion of it,as one of the Perquifſites of 

' the See, which he would by no means part with. And 

= (:)Dictaws therefore in his (3) Di@atis, in which he aſſerts the 

C 55. ſeveral Branches of his Prerogative , theſe be three of 

p them : That the Pope only may nſe the Imperial Exſogns. 

That he may depoſe Emperours. And, That he can abſolve 
Subje&s from their Fidelity to wicked Princes, And to 
ſhew he was in earneſt in theſe Doftrines,he began ſoon 

" ta 


(21) 
tolay about him: His firſt Threatnings were againſt 
King Philip of France, who was a vicious Prince {Io a 


Letter to the Biſhops of Frarce,he requires them to ad- . 


-moniſh the King for his Faults, and if hedid not mend 
them, to put the whole Kingdom under an Interdict : 
And if after all that he continued (til] Diſobedient, he 


Swaggers out in theſe Words, (hk) We will hate none to (k) Lib 2. 
be ignorant, or doubtful,what we intend to do upon it 5 for EP 5-20 Ep- 


by the help of God we will endeavour by all Means,to wreſt 
the Kingdoms of France out of his Poſſ-(ſzon.But upon the 
ſubmiſſion of that King, theſe Threatnings came not to 
any effe&: Yet he went on againſt the Emperor, Her.the 
4th, at the rate he had threatned the Kingof France. I 
need not tel] what all the World knows: That ke firſt Ex- 
communicated and Depoſed the Emperor, in the Year 
1076. Then upon his doing of Penance, he received him 
into his Favour. But upon new provocations he depo- 
ſed him a ſecond, a third, and fourth time, in the years 
1080, Io8r, and 1083. In all which he had the con- 
currenceof ſo many Roman Councils, and ſet up againſt 
bim, firſt Rodolph, after that Herman : as bis Succeſſors 
did 3 firſt Comrade, and then Henry, that Emperor's un- 
natural Sons. - | 

The proſecution of the Hiſtory, is needleſs to my 
Deſign. But in his Letter to Herman, Biſhop of Mets, 


France. 


(7) wemeet with that which is more conſiderable. For 1) tiv.g. 
there he largely juſtifies his Proceedings , which he Ep. 2: 


grounds on the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, being 
yen to St. Peter; and the power of Binding and Loo- 
og joined tothem. More places of Scripture he ſought 


not, but his Succeſſor, (#»). Boxifece the 81h, made uſe (m) Extra.de 


of Ecce duo Gladii, and the power given to the Prophet 
Jeremiah, Over Kingdoms, to Root out, Pull down, De- 
froy, Throw down, to Build, and to plant. : And they 
took 


ajor. & 
Obed. cap. 7+ 
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took it 1n great dudgeon, if any would compare a ſingle 
Prophet under the ' Law, to Chrift's Vicar under the 
Gofvel. But Gregory goes on in his Proofs, to the Tra- 
_ dition of the Church: Andays, The Fathers had often 
both in General Councils, and in'their particular Wri- 
tings acknowledged, That this Power was in the See of 
Rome ; That it was the Mother and Head of all other 
Churches : That all matters 'were to be judged by it, 
from whoſe Sentence no Appeal could lye : Nor could 
there bea Review madeof the Judgments paſſedin that 
See. And 'to confirm what he had aſſerted, he cites 
ſome Paſſages ont of Gelaſins, and Fulius, and that 
Clauſe in the Priviledges granted by Gregory the Great, 
formerly mentioned. So here he very fully and formally 
delivers the Tradition of the Church, and builds upon 
3r, Healfo cites the Precedent of Pope Zacharzas, his 
.Depofing Childeric, not for any fault he found in him, 
but becauſe he thought him not fit to Govern. From 
that he goes on to ſome Reaſons, (ſuch asthey are) 
for the juſtification of his Proceedings. The Pope 
having thus declared theTradition and DoQtrine of the 
Church,it is not to be wondredar,if both the Schoolmen 
mixt it with the:InſtruQions they gave their Scholars, 
and the Canoniſts made ie a part of the Law of the 
Church. (=) Hugo de San@o VidGore, Alexander Alenſis, 
Bonaventure, Durand, Peter of Aliac, ' Fobu of Paris, 
Almajn, Gabriel. Biel, Henry of Ghant, John Driodo, 
Fohn de Terre iremata, Albert Pighius, Thomas Waldenſis, 
Petrus de Palude, Cajetan, Franciſcus Viforia, Domini. 
cus a Soto, and many others, (in all 70 are reckoned 
by BebDarmin, but Foulis enlarges the number to 177, 
whom'be cites, who) did formally affert it. . Aquinas 
alſo taught tt 3 tho'in ſome places he contradited him. 
(elf. Bur (2)-Bopiface the 8;h;thought his Predeceſlors 
4 had 
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had proceeded; in this matter too cautiouſly, and there» 
fore he went more roundly to work. In'the Jubilee in 
the year 1300, He ſhewed himſelf the firſt day in the 
Pontifical Habit, but the ſecond day, he was clothed with 
the Imperial Habit, a naked Sword being carried before 
him,and cried out with a loud voice, 1 azz Pope and Em- 
peror,and have both the Earthly,and Heavenly Empire.This 
upon ſo publick an occaſion looks very like the Teaching 
the Church Ex Cathedra:But becauſe words vaniſhed in- 


to Air,he left it in writing, in theſe terms : (p) We ſay (p) Cap. i 


Major. ut ©» 


and define and pronounce, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to "4 ve 


Salvation for every humane creature, to be ſubje# to the 
Biſhop of Rome. This being put into the Text of the 
Canon Law, in which it is continued to this day 3 we 
cannot think it Strange that Panorimitan,Oftienſis Silve- 
fler, with all the other Canoniſts aſſert the Popes di- 
re& Dominion over all the Wiprld. And what can they 
ſay-leſs, Believing him to be Chriſts Vicar on Earth, 40 
whom all Power in heaven and earth was given of his Fa- 
ther,therefore the power in Heaven being judged enough 
for Chriſt to manage himſelf, they thought all the power 
in Earth was Committed to' the Vicar. This paſſed 
down without Contradi&ion among them, but was not 
received by the reſt of the Church: yet the Indire&, or 
as they termed it, the Ecclefiaſtical power in caſes of 
Herefie was Univerſally agreed to : not one perſon Op- 
poſing it, [till Lyther and his Followers came, fawcily to 
look 1nto the Popes Title'ro this, and many' other 'pre-. 
tended Rights of the See of Roe. | 
Bat becauſe the Plea for an Indire&t Power, was not 
Sufficient, Since if a. Prince did not Favour Herefie, it 
was of no ulſe:And the pretention to a dire power was 
of an harſh ſound : Therefore a, Title of another kind 
was ſet ug. It was pretended, That all the Kingdoms 
| D 10 
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in the Weſtern and Northern parts of Exrope were by 
formal Surrenders offered up to St. Peter, and St. Paul; 
Ard therefore whatever the Popes did, was ſaid to be 
done in Defence of their Rights; which made Gregory 
the 7th fly tothem in that flanting Addreſs, with which 
he begins his Sentences againſt the Emperor. 

Firſt of all, the Donation of Conſtantine the Great was 
forged : By which the Power of all the Weſt, Italy, Si- 
cily, Sardinia, Germany, France, Spain, and England, 
were given to the Pope. This was put into the Text of 
the Canon Law: and was ſtood to, by all the Canoniſts. 
It is true the Civilians wrote generally againſt it. Among 
whom Bartholus may be reckoned, for in his Preface to 
the Digeſts having mentioned the Opinions of ſome a- 
gainſt it, when it comes to his own, he delivers it thus; 
Take notice that we aye ngw in the Territory of the Church 
(for he taught at BulloFee) and therefore I ſay that Do- 
»#tion is valid. But till Yalla diſcovered the Impoſtures 
of it ſo manifeſtly, that they are now aſhamed to main- 
tain it any Jonger,their plea from it was never laid down. 
But Avguſiinns Steuchus,who undertakes the Vindication 
of that Donation againſt Valla, does likewiſe alledge 
from ſome Inſtruments in the YVarzca, that both the 
Kingdoms of Spain, Arragor, France, England, Denmark, 
Muſcovy,Sicily,and Croatia and Dalmatia,did Subjet their 


(b) In Vandal Crowns to the See of Rowe. (b) Kranizius tells us, that 
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Lakold King of Poland, made it Tributary to Rome. And 
for the German Empire, tho Stexchus ſays nothing of it, 
perhaps that he might not offend. Charles the 5th, yet 
there 1s both in the Canon Law,and.theLetters of Popes, 
more to be ſaid upon that Head, than for any of the reſt. 
They pretend the Popes ſet up fiiſt the Empire of the 
Welt : Then gave the Princes of Germany the Right 
of chooſing the Emperor, and does ſtill Pive the _ 
b- peria 


(25) 
perial Crown, upon the Emperors Swearing an Oath of 
Homage to them,according to the verſe under that Info- 
lent P:Qture ſet up by Pope Inocent the 2d. In the Late- 
rars (r ) of the Emperor lying proſtrate at his feet, and (r) 
receiving the Crown from him. 


Poſt homo fit Pape, ſumit quo dante Corona. 


But all theſe Surrenders were made 4 of only to 
ſtrengthen the great pretention they had of being Chriſts 
Vicars, and St, Peters Succeſſoursz which from the end 
of the 11th Century, till the beginning of the 16th, for 
above 4 Apes together wasas Authoritatively aſſerted by 
Popes, as politively taught by Divines, and as tamely 
received by the whole Church, Emperors and Kings not 
preſuming to contradict it,as any other Article of Faith, 
And for proofs of this weneed appeal to no other wit- 
neſſes than thoſe 3. great Girdinals Baronins, Bellarmin 
and Perroz, who may be preſumed to have nnderſtood 
the DoGrine of their own Church, better than any body 
Elſe. | | | 
TheFirſt of thoſe, through his whole work ſtrains his 
Induſtry, to diſcover as many Inſtances as he can of it : 
and never parts with any without expreſling the particu- 
lar ſatisfation he had 1n ſo pleaſant a Difcovery. I ſhall 
only ſet down what he ſays onthe two 1(t. occaſions that 
he met with. When he takes notice of Gregory the Great's 


© priviledges formerly mentioned, he adds,({)You ſee Rea- (C) Bar. a 


der, That the Popes can make Laws, to which if Kings © 
themſelves do not yield Obedience, they ſhall loſe their 
Kingdoms. Upon the firſt Depolition m 1e by Gregory 


the 3d. He adds, (t ) The Faithful in the Weſt being awake- (t) Bar.ad 4n. 
ed by this Thand4er, do immediately fall from the Obedj. 73% Num. 5. 


ence to Leo, adhering to this Apoſtolical Pope, So this 
Di Gregory 


( 26) 
Gregory left 4 worthy Precedent to Poſterity, that Hereti-- 
cal Princes, be not ſuffered to reign-in the Church of Chriſt, 

' if having been often admoniſhed, they continue to perfift 
obſtinately in their Exrors. Such ftrains as theſe do ſo of- 
ten occur afterwards, that they can ſcarce be reckoned, 
It is well known what advice he gave P. Pax! the 5th in 
the quarrel with the Vexetzans, applying the voice to St. 
Peter, Ariſe wm. zll,to the caſe in handzand that, with his 
Inſolent PareMſes to tha®Republick, are clear E vidences: 
of his ſence in this matter. What Bellarmin taught more 
ſhortly and obſcurely in his Controverſies, was afterwards 
made more plain both by his Writings, about the Tran. 
{lation of the Roman Empire, upon the Interdi& of Ye- 
nice, and againſt King Fames, and William Barklay : And 
Cardinal Perrons Eloquent ſpeech agaiaſt the Bill put in 
by the Third Eſtate of France,for Condemning thle pre-- 
tenſions of a Depoſling PowE;ſhews us not only his own | 
ſenſe, but the ſenſe of the wifole Clergy of Fraxce 5 in 

1) i his Dz. Whoſe name he delivered it. (#) He calls the Contrary 

verſs3- Ocvres Opinion, a DoFrine that breeds Schiſms, aGate that leads 

and gr unto all Hereſie, and fo deteſtable, that he and his Fellow 
fares 1, Biſhops will chooſe to burn at a Stake rather than conſent 

Clerge de to it, He affirming That all the parts of the Catholich 

ada Church, and of the Church f France in particular, and 
all the Schools of Divinity, 1iÞ the coming of Calvin, beld 

the affirmative, and ſays, That no where in France ſince. 
the Divinity Schools were ſet up, can they find any one Do« 
' For, Divine, or Lawyer, any Decree, Council, or Sentence 
| f Parliament, or. any one Magiſtrate Eccleſſaſtick, or 
olitick,, who had held that in caſe of Hereſie or Idolatry, 
Subjets might not be abſolved from their Oaths of Fidelity 
to their Princes. It 1s true, at firſt he ſpake more mo- 
deſtly, and pretended the thing was problematica), and 
ſo was not fit matter for an Oath : but when that mode- 


ſter 
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ſter Strain (tho. it tended all to depreſs the Regal, and' 
exalt the Papal Power) had fo far prevailed with the 
King, that he ordered the matter to be laid afide,and not 
to be further inſiſted on. They were not ſatisfied with 
this, but made a new Addreſs in the Name of the Clergy; 
and the Cardinal ſpake now in a higher tone aſſerting 
formally the Popes indirect Powerin Temporals;and that 
all who maintained the contrary were Schiſmaticks, and 
Hereticks, even thoſe of the Parliament it (ſelf; and did 
plainly threaten the King, That if he did not raze all the 
Proceedings out of the Regiſter, the Clergy would leave 
the Aſſembly, and Excommunicate all who denied the 
Popes Power of Depofing. Andif the King would not 
-ſuffer them to execute theſe Cenſures, they would pro- 
ceed upon their hazard tho they were to ſuffer Martyr- 
dom for it. For which zeal, they received a Breve from- 
the Pope;giving them his ſolemn Thanks for what the 
had done; defiring them to perſevere in the ſame mind. 
So we have in this Inſtance, not only Cardinal Perrons- 
own mind, but the ſenſe of the whole Clergy of Fraxce. 
I do not think it neceflary to enquire further into the 
opirfion of later Writers; tho it were eafie to ſhew, 
that to this day, both the Court of Rowe,the whole Or- 
der of the Jeſuites, the Writers both of Controverſies, 
and Caſes of Conſcience,and the Expoſitors of Scripture, 
do as oft as occafion offers, aſlert the power of Depoſing 
Kings to be ſtill in the See of Rome. d tho ſome few- 
Writers of that Religion, fince Barkay and Widaring- 


tor's time, both of the Ezgliſh and+[ri/þ Nation, have 
adventured to deny this power; they have been cenſured 
for.it, and branded with Hereſy. This has been ſo no-- 
torious in the matter of the Iriſh Remonſtrance, that I 
need ſay no more of it, 


But: 


(28) 
Eut whetherthe Writers of this Age allow it or not, 
they are bound according to their Doctrine about Tradi- 
tion, to acknowledg it; ſince two of the CharaRersof 
Tradition are found to agree toit. Far it has been de- 
livered in ſeveral Ages of the Church, as true Catholick 
Dodtrice by all the publick Doctors in theſe times : fo 
that either This isa Tradition of the Church, or That is 
not a true mark of Tradition : nor isit a certain convey- 
ance of Truth,if we may be thus deceived ina clear Tra- 
dition, for four Ages ſucceſlively., It does alſo appear, 
that if the See of Rome be a faithful] Depoſitary and 
Tranſmitter of Church Traditions,this muſt be one, fince 
it is delivered to the world by ſamany Popes inthe names 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, and founded on the Power of - 
the Keys, and of Bindirg and Looſing granted to St. Peter. 
But I ſhall next ſhew how the third mark of Tradition, 
the Authority of General Councils, agrees to this Do- 
&rine, When this Doctrine had been ſo well ſpread over 
Europe, then the Popes found it was ſafe, to.truſt it to 
the judgment of ſuch an Aſſembly as they eſteemed a 
General Council. And they proceeded in this matter, 
after the ſame manner that they had done in the worſhip 
of Images : and as they did afterwards in the points of 
Tranſubſtantiation,and denying the Chalice in the Com- 
munion. Theystook care firſt to infuſe it into all the 
Clergy, (which God wot's was no hard thing) and then 
brought them tggether, and made up the Pageant of a 
Counci),for giviM it more authority. So above an hun- 
dred years after Gregory the VII. had firlt taught this 
Doctrine, a thing under the name of a Genera] Council 
ſateinthe Lateranat Rome, where, upon the advantage 
the Popes had againſt the Albigezſes and othtrs,who were 
according to their Opinion molt peſtiferous Hereticks ; 
they firſt procured a Decree for it, It is true, many Pro- 


Vincial 


(29) 
vincial Councils had concurred with Gregory the VII. 
(one of thele is called a General one, 110 Biſhops being 
reſent) and the other Popes who had formerly given 

out theſe Thunders : But now the matter was to be 
moreſolemnly Tranſacted. | 

In this Council many Hereticks are condemned and 
Excommunicated ; and all that had ſworn Oaths of Fi- 
delity or Homage to them, are Abſolued from thoſe Oaths: 
| and they are required in order to the obtainirg the Remiſ- 
ſton of their ſins, to fight againſt them: and thoſe who die 
doing penance in that manner, may without doubt expe@# 
Indulgence for their ſins,with eternal rewards. And incon- 
clufion , by the anthority of St. Peter and St. Paul they 
Remit to all who ſhall-riſe and fight againſt them, two 
gears Penance, Here the Council does induſtriouſly 
infuſe this DoQrine into all people ; and calls Rebellion 
Penance ( a very eaſy one to a poor or diſcontented 
SubjeR ) and aſſures them of a deliverance from Purga- 
tory, and that they ſhould be admitted ſtraight to Hea- 
ven forit. In an Age in which theſe things were believ- 
ed, more effetual means than thoſe could not be found 
out, to engage the people 1 it. 

By this Decree,if we are guilty of the Hereſtes then 
condemned, (as no doubt we are of moſt of them) with- 
out moreado, or any further Sentence, upon the decla- 
ring us guilty of the Hereſies of the 4lbjgenfes,the Sub» 
jets are delivered from their obligations to the King. 
And when they conſpire or rebel againſt him, they are 
only doing penance for their fins 3 and he were hard- 
_ hearted that would puniſh men only for doing of pen- 
ance. | 
About thirty years after that Council, the Pope had a 
mind to regulate the former Law, That the Depoling of 


Kings might be declared. a part of his Prerogative 3 oo 
that 


Conc. Late. 3. 
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that thereby he might with authority Diſpoſe.of their 
Kingdoms to others. For hitherto the Popes had only 
pretended to the Power of Depofing,and then:the States 
of the Kingdom as -in an Interregne, were to chooſe a 
new Prince. But P. [2nocent the IL. thought it was half 
work, except he could beſtow, as well as take away - 
-Crowns. His Predeceſlor Celefiize had in a moſt extra- 
vagant humour ſet the Crown .on Henry the Sixth his 
head, with bistwo feet, .and then kickt.it off again 5 to 

| thew, according to Barronins his Comment, That it was 
in his power to give, to maintain,and take away the Empire. 

| A very fall Aſſembly therefore being called of about. 

'Cone.Later- 4. 1200 of one ſort or other. to the Lateraz again, It was 

0903.25: firſt Decreed, That the aid of Sceular Princes ſhould be 

Council that required for the Extirpating of | Hereticks; after thatthey 

A proceed and-ena@ thus: When the Temporal Lord requi- 

Hiation,  * red or admoniſhed by the Church, ſhall negle@ to purge his 

Territory from Heretical wickedneſs, let him be Excom- 
enunicated by the Metropolitan and his Sufſragans. And if 
he perſift in og to give ſatisfadtion. for the ſpace of 

- a year let him be ſignified to the Pope : That: be. from thence- 
forth may pronounce his Subje@s diſcharged from their Obe. 

' \dience; and expoſe his Territory to be. ſeized on by Catho- 
4S licks, who having exterminated the Hereticks, ſhall poſſeſs 
| it withont contradi&ion, and preſerve it. in the purity of 
the-Faieh; ſo,as no injury be done to the Right of the Su- 
preme-Lord, where there is ſuch, provided he do not any 
way oppoſe himſelf : and the ſame Law is to take place on 
them, who have no Superiour Lord. 
The Depoſition of the Court of Tholonſe, being the 
thing then in their eye,made that the Decree runs.chief- 
y againſt Feudatary Princes, yet2sthe-laſt Clauſe takes 
in. Soveraign' Princes, ſo by the Clauſe before, it was 
provided,' That if the Soverargn did. any way Oppoſe what 


Was 


(31) 
"was done againſt his Vaſſal, he was to forfeit his Right 1 
did in the former part. of this Letter, meet with all the 
Exceptions that are commonly. made to this Canon. Oa- 
1y one pretty Anſwer which-a perſon of | Hotiour makes, 
is yet to be.conlidexed. He tells us, that ;there were ſo 
many Soveraiga Pciaces, or Ambaſſadors from them, at 
this Council, that we are tolook-on this Decree, as a 
thing to which thoſe Princes coaſeated. From whence 
he Infers, It was rather their Af,-than an Javaſion. of 
their Rights: made by that Council, But be it ſo,he knows 
they allow no Prefeription againſt the Ghyrch. If then 
thoſe Princes conſented to it, .upon which the power of 
Depoſing bad. that Acceſſion totortific it by, it can-ne- 
ver be.recalled gor preſcribed againſt, It 1s true there 
were. many Ambaſladors from, Princes there-: 'But they 
were all ſuchas either held their Domjnions by the Popes 
Grant,” or had been.either Depoled, by him, or Threat- 
ned with Depoſitions, or: were: the Children of thoſe 
whom he had Depoſed, So no-wonder' they ſtood in 
ſuch fear of the. Pope, that they dupſt notrefuſeto con: 
\ſeat to.every. thing he'had a mmad to; For indeed. this 
Council did galy give theirPlacet to a paper of, Decrees. 
penned by the Pope. 5 48} 74 
Henry called the Greek Emperor, Brother to Baldwin, 
that had ſeized. on Conſtantinople, bad no,other Title to. 
it b: ſides the Popes Gift. Frederick, the 2d,who.had bezn 
thePopes Ward, was then the Elet Empergr.of Germ: 
ny, made ſo at the Papesloſtance, who had Depoſed the 
two Immediately preceding Emperours, Phzlipand Otho 
the 4th.che laſt being at that time alive; So that he durſt 
not. contradi& the Pape, leſt he ſhould have;ſet up O/ho 
againſt him:But noEmperor, except Henry the 4th, ever 
ſuffered more from the Popes. Tyranny,than hedid.after. 
wards, One ſad Inſtance of it was, that the Pape-having 
E : prefled 
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preſſed his March to the Holy-!and muck, did at laſt Ex- 
ccmmunicate him for his delays» upon which, he to a- 
void further cenfures; cirried an Army thither : which 
was fo ſuccesful, that the Pope who hoped he ſhould 
have been deftroyed in the Expedition, (as the firſt Em- 
peror of that name wa:Y now being vexed at his Sacceſs, 

. complained that be ſhould have preſumed to go thither, 
while he lay under Excommunication, and was in Rebel. 
Jtion 2gainft him 3 and wefit-about not only to Dethrone 
him, but to get him ro'be'betrayed'by the Knights Hoſ- 
pitallers, and Templers, - into the - Sultans bands, who 
abominating that Treachery, revealed it to him. | 
ln of Brenne had the Kingdom of Fernſa/em by that 
fame Popes Gift, who'took'it from Almeric King of Cy- 
pres, and gave it him; But Almerz: bad tio cauſe ro com- 
plain, "ſince he held Cypr|s only bythe [ame Copy of the 
Popes Gift: So they bo.h'were at the Popes Mercy.Our 
John of Erglind was his Vaſſ1l, as he uſually called hims 
But his Succeſſour went higher,calling the King of Ez- 
gland not only his Vaſlal,'but Fs Slave; and Declared 

Math. Paris. "Fhat'ar his beck ke contd procure him to be Impriſoned,and 
«4 an 1253. Diſgraced. Fans King of ' Aragon, who was alfo the 
Popes Ward, had no lefs reaſon tobe afraidof the Pope, 
who had Depoſed his Father for Aſſiſting the Count of 
Thelouſe. Philip Anguſius King of France, had his King- 
doi twice put under an Interdid, worfe things being 
ao threatned. The like Threatnings had been made ta 
Andrew King 'of Hungary, but upon tis Subwiſſion he 
was received into favour. X 
And now. 1s it any wonder, that thoſe Prin:es gave 
way to ſuch a Decree, when they knew nothow to help 
'themſclves by. Oppoſing it, which would have raiſed a 
"Storm, that they could not hope to weather ? | 
Anothet- thing is remarkable concerning this time, by 
| | which 


(33 ) 
which the Belief of the Depoſing Doftrine 1n that Age 
will better appear, Other Princes whom Popes bad De- 
poſed, procured ſome Civilians to write for them 3 and 
£o* Syneds of Biſhops ſometimes'on their {ide againſt the 
Pope. Becauſe it wasevident the Pope proceeded not. up- 
on tte Account. of Herefie, but of private-ſpite and ha- 
ted. Eut inthe caſe of the Count of Thclouſe, who was 
a manifeſt Favourer.of that, which was eſtcemed Here- 
fie, (the 'Opinciors of the Altiger ſes. hat [were his Sub- 
js \ not a Writer in all that-Age, durſt undertake to 
deferd his. cauſe; ror could he procure one Biſhop to be 

of his {ide.S9 univerſally. was it recttved,that-in the caſe 
of Hereſie, a Pri-ce might be. Dcpoſed by the Pope. 


The 3& General Council that Confirmed this Power, C9nc- Luga. 
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was..the' Council of Licer,. beld by Innocent the 4th 2- 
g1in{ the forementioned' Frederick the 2.1, where(as the 
Sentence bears) The Pope having Conſulted with his Bre- 
thren and the Foly Council, being Chriſts Vicar on Earth, 
to whom it was ſaid #n the perſon of St, Peter, whatſoerer 
ze bind on Earth, &-c.. Declares the Emperor bound inkis 
ſins, and thererp n Deprived by God of his Domini ns. 
IVhereupon ke by bis Senterice does Depoſe him, and abſolees 
all from their Oaths of Fidelity to him. - Straitly charging 
all perſo''s, to acknowledge him no: more either Emperor or 
King. Declaring all that did otherwiſe, Excommunicated 
iplo fatto. There areir this Proceſs ſeveral things ve- 
ry remarkable,” | It is grounded ona pretence to a Di- 

vine Tradition; $0: berethe whole Council concur with 
the Pope, in aſſerting this power to flow from that Con- 

veyance.. And thus either. that Tradition 1s true, or the 

Councils are not to-be believed . when they Declare a 


Tradition. 21y;Tho this is but a Decree in one ;particy-: 


larToſtance, yer 4t is founded onthe General Ryulezi And; 

ſo isa Confirmation of ir,by which it is put Gut of doubts 

that the 4th Council of Later» included Soyeraign Prins 
| - 2 cc$ 
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034.) 
es within their Decree. 3ly, When the Emperors Advo- 
Cate appeared to plead for him 3 He did not at all except - 
t their Juriſdidtion over him, or Power of Depoſingin 
the caſes of Hereſie, 'bur deriyed: that the Emperor was-- 
gviky-of the efimes Objefted; namely Herefre, whereby + 
he, at” leaſt; waved" the denial of their Power in that 
fe, He alfo defired ſome time might be ranted for 
the Emperor to appear and plead for-himfelf in perſon. . 
— Whereby he plainly acknowledged their Juriſdiction, 4ly - 
\ When: the Ambaſladors of Farce and: England, Inter- 
ceded that the Emperors defire might be granted 3 the 
GCovncil gave him- near two weeks time totappear nn : - 
which was ſo incompetent a time; and all had declared 
therdſelves fo prepofſleft, 'or rather fo overawed by the 
-- Pope [that [hated bits Mortdlly-.3 That the Emperor - 
would pot appear brecaaſe they were higprofefſed Adver- 
ſaties. | And gpoh:thar, and ether geounds{(none of them 
touichitg ofthe power of Depolitig in caſes of Hereſte) : 
Fe appealed from them; ro the riext Genersl Council ; . 
Upots whieh "the Pope and-Prelates firrivg in Corineil, 
with-Catidks butnivy intheit-hands, thartdred our the . 
Sentence againſt Kink | ko Y 
Here werethfee very publick' Judgments, of three Ge- - 
 nera}Cotticils off this Head, within the compaſs of fizty 
years Biff ir may be ittiagined; theſe were Councils that - 
wholly dependedon the'Pope 3 ahd fo their Decrees are 
ro be looked'6n,, bnly as a Cereniony uſed by the Pope 
to make hi own Sentence look-more ſofeinn. But when 
upod'the long Schiſthin the See of Rowe, the power of 
that See was much ſhakeh,and a Council met at Conflance 
to heal that Breach $io'which the Biſhops taking advan- 
Rs CEOEGS recover - ppaarinrepirt Qs 
y, began to Feegonlate many” niatters. It may be, upon 
fack an' occaſfon, expefted, that Hf any Party in the 
Ehureh: had diffiked theſe praftices, they ſhould have 
en. 
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been now condemned;and that the rather,fince by ſo do- - 


ing, the Biſhops might have hoped toget the Princes to 
beoof their fide;in their Conteſts with: the Pope. Bur it 
fell out quite otherwiſe. For as the Murtherers of his late 
Sicred Majeſty pretended, when: the King was killed, 
that all his power was devolved on them, and would 


have even the ſame precedence allowed their Ambaſſa-' 


dors in forreign parts, that his had-: So the Council of 


Conſtance reckoned,that whatever Rights the Popes had / 


aſſumed, did now reſt with them, as the Supreme Power 
of the/Church. For in one of their Seffions, a Decree 
was-framed, made up of all the ſevere Decrees that had 


ever been made, againſt thoſe who violated the Rights of ' 

the Church: And this Clauſe often returns, That all the cy. coup, 

Breakers of theſe Priviledges, whether they were Emperors, Tom. 
9. 


Kings,or whatſoever other Degree, were thereby,vplo faQto, 


ſubjeSed tothe Bruns, Puniſhments,and Cenſures ſet down 


in the Council of Lateran, And tho they da not call it 
the Fourth Council, yet we are ſure it could be no other; 


for they relate to'that in. which Frederick the 2d; was - 
eqnſentiog to,which' was the' fourth mm the Laterar And + 


in another Decree, by which"they hoped to bave fet.up 


a Succeſſion of General Conncils,at evety ten years end; 
this Clauſe is- added, That if any perſon, whether of the 5:7. ir, + 


Papal(for they had fubjefted the Pope to the Council, 
and had more reaſontofear his oppoſing this Decree,than 


any Bodies elſe ) Imperial or Regal-Dignity, &c. ſhould 
preſume to binder any to come to the next General Council, 


he is declared to be firſt Excommunicated,then under an In- 


terdif,andthen to be fſubjed to further puniſhment bothTem- - 


= 


poral and Spiritual. And in the Paſs they gavethe King _ 


df the Rowars,- to goto the King of- Arragon, they add 


this Sandtion, That whatever perſor,whether King,Cardie cp 17, + 


-wal, ec. do hinder him in his Journey, he is ipſofado, 
deprived of all Honour, Dignity, Office,or bags 4 
c 


of 
g 
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Eccleſpaflical or S-eular. So here the indiret power cover 


Princes, by which they may be both depgſed and puriſh- 
ed, is piaicly aſſumed. Tr is true that ſame Council d1d 
indeed Decree, That no SubjeR (hould murther his King 
or Princezupon Which ſome of our Exg/ifþ and [riſb Wri- 
ters, who condemn theſe prattices, think they have great 
advactages. That D: cree was procured byGerſczs means, 
who obſerving that by the manyRebellions that had been 
grerally ſer. on by Popes, the Perſons cf Princes were 
bought urder ſuch cor tempt,that private Aſſaſſinations 
cametobe practiſed : and 1n particular thatof tte Duke 
cf Orleancet y the Duke of Bargundy: Therefore to pre- 
venthe fata] conſt quer ces which were like to follow on 
that,and to hinder ſuch praQiccs for the future,he with 
great earncligneſ(s fo) lowed 4Fat-watter:: Ard. tho it hed 


-:a'moſt coſt him' bis Jife(it-is-like from ſome of the Duke 
of Orleance his Faction, who were reſolved on aRevenge) 
 yetat laſt he procured it: But this was op]y a Condemna- 


tion of private Cut-throats. And the Article condemned. 
had a preity Reſervation in it,for it ſtrikes only againſt 
Subj: Qskilling their Prince, without waitirg for the Sen»: 
terce of any Fudg what ſoever, $o'if a Sentence be paſt by 
the Spiritual Judg,. then this Condemnation notwith- 
ſtandipg,a Prince may. be Murthered. And the other De- 
cree of rhat Council paſſed in the ſame $: (ſion, ſhew they 
had no n.ind to part with the Depoſiog Power.: Beſides 
the Anſwer ta.this Decree 4s clear. It is acknowledged: 
by. the Defenders of the contrary. opinion, That it is not 
lawful in any caſe to kill a King;but when one that wes 
a King is no more ſuch, but becomes a Rebel and an U- 
ſurper, then. it is lawful to; kill bim. | | 
© Purſyant,to the Decree made.atConflarce,.aCourcil 
met. at, Szera ten years aſter,in which all the fo:mer De- 


*crees made againſt, Hererichs are confirmed, and the Fa-: 


vcurers or Fawtors of Heretic aredelared liable toall the 
POPE | pairs 
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pains and cenſures of Hereticks, and by conf.quence to 
the chief of them all, Depoſiticzr. : | | 

After that came the Council of Ba{#/, which ratified the Con. Buſt 
forementioned Decree made at Conflance about General © 
Councils. By which Popes, Emperors, Kiogs, ec. that 
preſumed to hinder any from coming to the Council, are 
ſubje&ed to Excommunication, Interdidts ard other Pu- 
niſhments Spiritual and Temporal. | 

Laſt of all came the Council of Trent, and tho mit Conc. Tr;d. 
ters were at that paſs;that the Council durſt not tread on SY #5 ©: '9- 
Princes, as others had formerly done, Iſt they ſhould 
have been therebyprovoked to j vin with the Proreſtants; 
yet they would not quite lay aftie the pretence of aDepo- 
fing power, but reſo]ved to couch it fo into ſome Decrer, 
that 1t might continue their claimto a Right, which they 
| would:not :part with, tho they knew not at that time 
| what to make of it. So in the Decree againſt Duels,they 
declare, That if any Emperors, Kings,&c. did aſſign a firld - 
| for a Combat #hat they did thereby loſe their Right to thas 
| place, and the City, Caſth, or other places about it, 'Now 
it is.certain,if by their Decrees a Prince may forfeit any 
part of his Dominion, he may be alfo diſpoſleſſed of all 
the reſt ; ſince his Title to bis whole Territory being 
one individual thing, what ſhakes it in any part,ſubj<&s 
tt entirely to him who has ſuch authority over it. 

Here we have found 7. General Councils, as they- are 
eſteemed by that Church,all either expreſly aſſerting the 
Depoſing Power,:or ratifying former Decrees that had 
aſſerted it. And from ſuch a ſucceſſion of Councils, it is 
reaſonable to conclude, That this Third CharaQer of a 
Tradition of the Church agrees to it 3 and if General 
Councils are fit Conveyors of Traditions, we have as 
full Evidence as can be deſired, for proving this to be 
a Church-Tradition. x 
| . This laſt CharaQter of a Tradition is what the whole 
| F Body 
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' Body-of the Churchhas held in anyone Age. Upon'which, 

they ſay, we'may calculate that ſuch opinions-mult have 
. come down from the Apoſtles, fince it ſeems neither cre- 
- Uible-nor poſbible, that the Belief of the'Church could 
' be changed. With this Ar-eld has of late made great 
. noiſe, And as the newFaſbions that come'from France do 
. pleaſe our young Gallants belt, ſo ſome of the Writers 

of Controverſies among us'have taken up'the ſame plea 
- here.  That:the whole Church received the Depaling 
; Docrine-in-caſes. of Hereſy, may be inferred from-what 
-hadbeen ſaid.The Church ismade up of Popes;Biſhops, St 


\ Prieſts: Of Soveraign Princes,.and Subjects of ali ranks. 


'That the Popes believed it,none can doubt.So many De- 
; finitions of Councils,ſhews us as plainly what the Biſhops 
_ -and other Prelates believed: the Writing ofthe School- 

_-menand Canoniſts-ſhew,whar:the reft-of the Clergy be- 
| Heved. Thoſe Princes who ſuffered-under:the Sentences, 
giveat-leaſt a tacit conſent to it, fince- they never-que- 
-ttion it,but tudy:only to clear themſclves of the impus 
tatian of Herelie:The other Princes who-made-uſe of the 

Danations of the Popes, ſhew-as plainly that thes/behiev'd 
:ir.The great Armies that were brought-about their Stan» 
dards, muſt-have-alſo believed it : and the people:whbo 
.generally deſerted the:Depoſed Prince, notwithſtand- 

i0g the great vertues of ſome of them, and the love that 
Subjets naturally-carry to theirPrinces;fhew-that they 

believed-ict. So' that if:St. Faxes his Queſtion, Shew me 
thy Faith by thy Works, be applicd'to this particular, the 
Anſwer will be'eaſte. What fhall I mention the frequent 
depoſitions of Charles the r{t,of ZZenry the 4th,of his Son 
 Heery the 5th, of Frederickthe-1ft, Philip,0tho the 4th, 

# redenich the 2d;and Lewis the qthin/the Empire. The 
frequent Depoſitions in S:cily.and Naples; the many at- 
tempts upon Fraxce 3 that terrible Bull in particular of 
Falizs the 2d,againſt that good King Lewis the twelfth. 


By 
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By which, beſides the Sentence againſt the King,it appears 


he deſigned the total deſtruQion of the Nation, promiſing 
the Pardon of Sin to every one that killed one Frexch oY _ 4 


Man 3 the frequent Attempts upon England;both in. Hey. 
the 2d, and K. Johr's time 3 not to mention their later 
Bulls of Depoſition againſt K. Herry the 8th, and Q: El;- 
zabeth;the many Attempts in Spain; particularly;the de- 
poſing the King of Navarre by P. Julins ; and the Sen- 
tences againſt Hemry the 4th, then King of Navarre, and 
the Prince of Code. All theſe, and a great many more, 
with the ſtrange EffeQs that followed upon them, are 
ſo clear Proofs of the Worlds believing this DoQrine, for 
many Apes together, that if Men had any Remainders 
of ſhame left with.them, they could not deny it. And 
to thisday all their Writers maintainit, tho perhaps now 
the greateſt part of the Laity know little of it ; but 
whenever the Tradition of the Church is laid before 
them, they are obliged to ſubmit, or they fall from the 
Catholick Faith,the chief Branch of which is, To believe 
all the Traditions of the Church. And fince the Church 
is the ſame in all Ages, according to their Dodrine, the 
Traditions of any one Age muſt be as good as the Tra- 
ditions of any other can be, all being grounded on the 

ſame Authortty. | = | 
And now let all the Reaſons that Arnold brings'toprove, 
from the Churches believing Tranſubſtantiation in any 
Age, that ſhe muſt have always believed it, be confider- 
ed, and applied with a ſmall variation of the Terms to 
this Purpoſe; and we ſhall ſee if they conclude not as 
ſtrongly in favour of this DoGrine, as for that which he 
has purſued ſo much. How can it be imagined, ſays he, 
that a Do@rine ſo contrary to common Sence and Roofs, 
could have been ſo univerſally received, if every Man 
had not been taught it by thoſe who inſirued him in the 
| F  Fazth# 
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Faith? Will Mev "ſly change their 'Faith 2 Or; tho 
particular Perſons wonld prevaricate,, would the whole 
Clergy conſpire to do it ? Or would the People take it eas 
fily off their hands. Theſe and many more Topicks 
of that ſort may be ſo muſtered up, and ſet off by a Man: 
of Wit and -Elequence, that an ordinary Perſon would: 
ſtare, and not know what to ſay. The Premiſes will- 
ſhew,-that there is need but of very little Act to change. 
the ſame Plea, and fit it to this purpoſe, with two great 
advantages beyond what can be fanci'd tobe in the other. 
The one is, that the generality of Mankind is' naturally: 
more concerned in the preſervation of Temporal things, 
than about vice points of Speculation 3 the one they ſee: 
and bandle every day, and are much concerned about; 
the other they: hearlatle of, and are not much touched: 
with them, $0 that it is leſs probable there could be a 
change made ig opinions,0n which the Titles of Princes, 
and the Peace of Kingdoms depended, than about ſubtilt 
Diſcourſes concerning Myſteries. $0 that the Plea is 
NGronger for the Tradition of depofing Kings, than for. 
Tranſubſtantiatioo.: - A ſecond Difference is, That there: 
was a continual Oppoſition made tothe belicefof Tran- 
fabſtantiation in a} Ages, which they themlelves do not 
deny, only they ſhift it off the beſt they can, by calling 
the Oppoſers Hereticks z but for the depoſing Doctrine, 
there was not one Perſon in the whole World, that pre- 
ſumed to bring it ns pms from the firſt time it was 
pretended to, till thoſe whom they call Hereticks diſpu« 
ted againſt it 3 and tha ſome few others, who hold Com- 
munign with them, have ventured on a canvaſing of that 
DoQtine, it is well cnough known what thanks: they 
weve rank can they ſhew any one Book, licen- 
ted accardingtathe Rules of their-Church; that denies 
Kt. And thus the Plex for this DoRrinc has a double Ad- 
Q 3&1 | : Vantage 
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vantage beyond that for Tranſubſtantiation. br >) 
| Upon the whole matter then, if Tradition be a ſure 
Conveyance, and if we may pronounce what is truly # 
Tradition, either from the Opinions of Dod@ors, the 
Conſtitutions of - Popes, the Decrees of General:Coun+ 
cik, and the univerſal Conſent of the whole Church for 
ſome Ages ; then the Dofrine of depoliag Kings, to 
which all theſe agree; muſt be reckoned among Church- 
Traditions. ' There is but one other Mark that can be 
deviſed of a Tradition, which is; What the Chureh' hag 
taught and believed in all Ages; but for a certainRea- 
ſon, which they know very well, they will not ſtandto 
that. They know we do not refuſe ſuch Traditions,and 
if only ſach may be received, then the Worfhip of Ima- 
ges, the Prayers to-Saints, the Worſhip in an unknown 
Tongue, the Belief of Tranfubſtantiation, the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs, the denying the Chalice to the Laity, the 
redeeming Souls out of Purgatory , with many other 
things of the like nature, will be ſoon taken off of the 
File. And indeed in this fence, the depoling Dof@rine is = 
ſofar from being. a Tradition,that we have as undeniable 
Evidences, that the Church for the firft ſix Ages knew 
nothing of it, but on the contrary abhorred thethoughts 
of it, as we have,that their Church theſe laſt fix Ages has 
ſet it up-: From which, among many other Reaſons, we 
that theſe latter Ages have not been afted 
with the ſame Spirit, nor followed the fame Dodrine, 
that was the Rule of the former Ages. | 
There is more than enough faid to ſhew, that thefe 
Doctrines are a part of their Faith; from which they can 
never extricme themfelves, but by confefling,cither that 
their Charch has erred, or that Tradition is no'trueCon- 
veyancez when they do either of theſe, they curn therr 
Backs on Rowe,and are ina fair away to come over to our 
F 2 Church, 
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Church, with which purpoſe I pray God inſpire them. 
The mean while, it 1s no wonder, if thoſe of that 
Communion, have been guilty of ſuch horrid Plots and 
Rebellions every where, eſpecially in England, ſince 
Henry the 8th's time. There was in his Reign, Firſt a Re- 
' bellion in Lincolnſhire, another greater one in the North, 
and ſomeJeſler ones after that.la Edward the 6th's time, 
there were Riſings, both in the North, and in the Weſt. 
But theſe ſucceeded ſo ill, and turned only to the ruine of 
their own. Party, that they reſolved totry ſecreter ways 
in Queen Elizabeth's time ; in whoſe long and bleſſed 
Reign, there ſcarce paſſed one year in which' there was 
not ſome Plot againſt her Life. There was not Matter 
enough to work upon, for raifingeany confiderable Re- 
bellion in England : But in Ireland, there were more 
frequent attempts that way. It is true, the Care and 
Providence of God:was toohard forall their Plots, how 
cloſely ſoever laid; and they were. turned back on them-_ 
ſelves, not ſo much to the ruine of the chief Plotters 
(who were wiſe enough to conveigh themſelves out of 
the way) as of many Noble Families, that were poy- 
ſoned with their ill Principles. - All the Blood which the 
State was forced to ſhed, lies at their door, who were 
continually giving freſh Provocations. And for King 
James (not to mention the Conſpiracies againſt him in 
Scotland, nor that Plot of Cobham and Watſon, upon his 
firft coming to this Crown) the Gun-powder Treaſon 
was a thing that went beyond all the wicked Deſigns 
that had been ever in any Age contrived. And when 
his late Majeſty was Embroiled in-his Afﬀeairs in this 
Ifland, how did they take advantage from*hat Conjun- 
cure, to break out into a moſt horrid Rebellion in {re- 
land, joyned with a Maſſacre of - Perſons of whatſoever 
Age, or Sex,or Condition * Which was fo far (et = by 
Rome, 
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Rome, that a Nuncio came publickly to dire& their 
Councils. I will not dwell on Particulars that areſuffi- 
ciently known, but only name theſe things, to ſhew, 
That no Reiga of any of our Princes, fince the Refor- 
mation, has been free from the diſmal effeRs of theſe 
Dodrines. And for his Sacred Majeſty who now Reigns, 
" (wbomGad long preſerve from their Malice) they have 
felt ſuch ſignal marks of his Royal Clemency, that they 
can have no colonr to complain, except it be, becauſe 
they cangot bear any Office in the Nation. For what 
Noiſe ſoever they make,of the ſevere Laws yet in force, 
both againſt. the Clergy and Laity of their Religion, 
they cannot pretend that ſince his Majeſties happy Re- 
ſtauration, any Prieſt has died, or any Family has been 
_ ruined for their Religiag. But I confeſs, it is enough, 
according to the Dofrine of their Church, to diſcharge 
them of their Allegiance, That the King is a favourer of 
Hereſy 3 and if upon this Reafon they will Cill Plot 
and Conſpire againſt his Perſon and Government, we 
have no reaſon to wonder at it, for they att according 
to their Principles. x 
Nor have theſe Iſlands been the only Scenes, in which 
thoſe Principles have produced ſuch diſmal Effte&s, If 
we look abroad and reflefton what was done in France, 
we ſhall find, they have had the ſame Operation there. I 
need not. mention that perfidious and cruel Maſfacre, 
that as Thyanus tells us was ſo much extolled in Rowe 
and Spain - and of which thePope has a Memorial kept 
| in the Hangings, at the entrance of his Chappel, to this - 
day. The Barricadoes of Paris, the defigh of Depo- 
fiog Henry the 3d,only becauſe he had made Peace with 
the King of Navarre, and the Prince of Conde; the 
whole progreſs of the holy League; their taking Arms - 
againſt that King, when the Duke and Cardinal of Gziſe 
| =" og 
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were:killed by bis Orders; and at Jaſt his being ſtabbed 
by Clement, a: Doininican Friar,arc Inſtances beyond ex- 
ceptzon. The profecution of the Rebellion againſt Z7enry 
the 4th, the. attempr made npon' his Perfon by Joh: 
ChatteT;, which was more fuccefsful in Rawiliack's hands, 
ſhew ſufficiently; That a Princes turning from that, which 
they call Hereſie, over to their Charch, does not ſecure 
_ him, unleſs he will extirpate Hereticks. For tho Henry 
the 4th changed bis Religion, yet the favour he ſhewed 
the Proteſtants, in the Edit of Nantes, was a thing ne- 
ver to be forgiven. Theſe things were ſet on and en- 
couraged from Roxve, and pleaded for by their Writers. 
That the holy League was authorized from Rove, that 
Sixtus the 5th, by his Bulls, declared the King of Na- 


._ war incapable of theSuccefſion wthat heintended to have 


Depoled Henry the 3d,and that he rejoyced at his death, 
and magnified the Fat ; preferring it to Eleazar's killing 
the Elephane, and Juderb's killing Holofernes, and afcri-- 
bed it to- a fingular Providence and Diſpoſition of the 
Almighty ; called it a great Miracle, and appeared vain 
| that a Friar had done it, having been one himfelf, (tho 
no doubt he had liked it better, if Clement had been of 
his own fute) and would have had” himſelf thought a_ 
Prophet for foretelling it, (and ſo he might well do 
perhaps): and in the endconcluded, That unfortunate 
Kings favouring Hereticks,to be the unpardonable Sin a- 
gaink rhe Holy Ghoſt : Theſe were all ſopubtickly done, 
that it were a. needleſs labour, togo about the proving 
them. Fravcis Veromne wrote a Book, to: juſtify both the 
Fats of C/chrent the Dominican, and Cheſfet, (as well he 
' might from the Principles of their Church). Afﬀer all 
theſe difmal Facts, was it not-time- for the Seates of 
France, to think of ſome effeftua} Remedy, to prevent 
the like for the fature? And they jJadged aright, that 
| without 
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without Condemning the Depoſing Power, it could not 
be done: To which, as was already hinted, the Clergy 


- made ſuch vigorous Oppoſition,that it came to nothing, Piſeu/Decrer. 


If theſe things had flowed only from the heat of ſome 
violent Spirits, the danger were not ſo great 3 but it is 
the DoQrine of their Church, ſo Leſſzs (under the 
| name of Singletonus) ſays, That if the power of Depoſing 
lies not in the Pope, the Church muſt of neceſſity Err which 
has taught it; and to aſſert that, 7s Heretical, and a more 
intolerable Error, than any about the Sacrament can be. 


And Becanns, Confeflor to Ferdinand the 2d, ſays, No Bec. Conerov. 
Man doubts, but if Princes are Contumacious, the Pope gl. p. 115. 


may order their Lives to be taken away. What ſecurity then 
can there be found out from Perſons, who give up their 
Conſciences to the condu@ of Men of ſuch Principles ; 
and profeſs an Implicite Obedience and belief of all that 
their Church teaches and commands, which poſleſſes all its 
Votaries with: ſuch curſed rage againſt Hereticks, that 
not content to adjudg them toeternal Flames in another 
Life,they muſt needs Perſecute and Burn without Mercy 
where they have the Power in their Hands ; and Plot 
and Conſpire, Kill and Maſſacre without relenting, 
where they have not Power todo it with any colour of 
Law ? | | 

Men of Honour will not be eafily drawn in to fuch 
Practices. But in Concluſion, when a fic Opportunity - 
appears, they muſt either forſake their Church, or con- 
cur in the moſt miſchievous Deſigns, that the Maſters of 
their Conſciences will draw them into 3 which I pray 
God gake them ſee in good time,before they are Invol- 
ved in ſuch Snares, that Repentance will come too late 
todo them good, or to preſerve the Nation from thoſe. 
Miſeries that they will bring upon it. 


FINIS. 


